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EASON, PUB.CHARLES BIRO AND BOB 




$3.98 for Complete Outfit 

No Pills — no diet*- no food lupplements. 
Reduce as little or as much 01 you dfttlre 

the healthy way through comfortable 
excessive peripiration llm It the way 
your reducing lalon, gym inslrucior or 
beauty masseur advises In place of a 
bulky expensive steam cabinet, we now 
hove the new SUM-U-SUIT 

GET NEW GLAMOUR NOW* 
Do Not Delay! Start this easy simple 
inexpensive way to take off unwanted 
weight -Today. Order now- Only 
$3.98 plus postal charges or enclose 
check or money order and we pay 
all charges. 



*C YOUR 

'L APPEARANCE 

THE SAME SIMPLE 
WAY THE STARS 
U S E - W I T H A 

New SUM-U-SUIT 



JUST LOOK HERE! 

• Pure Virgin Vinyl that can be cleaned with a damp 
cloth. 

• Wear alone or over shorts, pants, tee ihirtt, etc 

• Works while you play, eat, sleep. 

• Easy, comfortable, safe to use. 

• Will not chop or irritate but cuts off air circulation 
to induce healthful sweating, 

• Sensational easy way to obtain the slimmer, smarter, 
glamorous figure you want. 

• No size problem - one suit fits women and men from 
size 12 to 52 waist. 

• Beautiful opaque colors with full 30" lipper and hardy 
elasticized wrist and ankle bands. 




EMPIRE MDSG. CO. Dept 9 
63 CENTRAL AVE., OSSINING, N, Y. 



SEND NO MONEY 



EMPIRE MDSG. CO. Depl. 9 
63 CENTRAL AVE., OSSINING, N. Y. 

Pl-o.- i.ml Mi ( J SUM U SUITS I antloi* <h*cV o< mo«., 
o'd«r fo« S398 . 

( ) 5*nd C.O.O. I will t ,„t poilman plui pot I a I cfcargai 

v»»y. 



Rush Coupon NOW 
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NeaR THE BASE op dead man HEIGHTS 
*-*6 SITUATED FORT SfOUX. LAST OUTPOST 
FOR THE PALEPAC6S IN THE LAND OP WAR- 
THIRSTV TRIBES! THEN CAME THE COUAJCIL 
FlRE OECSlON-THE FORT MUST BE WIPED 
OUT AT ANY COST! THE PALEFACK MU5T 
06 PRIVENJ BACK TO TWE SEA— OR OfiS- 
TOOVEPr MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
PACED CERTAIN DEATH ! BUT AMONG THEM 
WAS THE FABULOUS US- MARSHAL, BLACK. 
DIAMOND! AND TMEV STILL TELL OF HIS 
MIRACULOUS ACHIEVEMENTS IN 
• THE STRANGE STORY C*= PORT fifOUMf * 



CUT OUT AND SAVE! 




ooNiraton 

WITH TOM OHM MAW, 
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'»--«"l"i mb— pa»M h f n"M*tiM. i*",*d • *••>•*•• -* fc- t«i-"«W MU 0« MH'lU'lON Of C0«U1I W CC1I1 O* l«U MAOAUNI li UMAUInOt- 
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BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 




'Od'dE A X PlEnTV WlH- 








BlAl»Di*VO«JO!| W-1'it-iif^SrCH 1 . 




W*-" 1 BUI THAT'S not 




happen in 3N aw 




WAShi>*.'TOn /vinO (iC-WTNOW 




• »*o\am rou Avmai 




SHOUl-t? / AVE 16 WHAT 




. 1*1 j( WLi MAPI 




^- . r-""\ 




\ Tr -^ 




I 1/ l 




)' l| J 








^fl^'tr 




'^-\ )• 4K] nLy 




fl^^L 




^lT r ^k 




kf - y^T 




\£^ I 





.-» ». .. "-TBO PON7 ""■-"■ 

x-. • > ' JJ WAC! TniS 

WITH TBOi_/B L L 

■R6WIWC' iN W- N HE 




>I*H I DOMT 
TOUST TH* 
SPOTTED POW1 
HE'S A MEAN 
ONE! v. 

WE DO* j 



l.iWPH AND I 

.iirif 
fscquT*na iwipi 

KNOW 
WITHIN A PSW 
HOuOS WV(Ar 

ouh ne*i pi ami 

(■ 





BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 




-1ST AS RAUL SEVtBS BC06 0J I77S. 
THE SAMEDWAK6MALL AND auMPEtt 
OAUOP FROM CABIN TOCAB'N... 




AND THROUGH T-4 i-* T f MOJH6 Ol 
MC«W iNi. -OS-I BCC^Bf '*• A«n«Ol 
OVi»,OUS OAWN.FAM^V **•*»■ MM 

PCS 




»VC*JE TOO SOON. THE AAASSiVE 6ATE5 ClOSF' 
COfl WTH THE CDM*N6 OC A CRIMSON QfcV**J 

ark sica^im* 5:i.£N' fic-uses... 



ANA! T«E COtX^StuWaEB' 
I MCCOyC* THE EAOLf! lOuftv- 
LOUDCQTHAN EVER B£'C*E' 
. ' COR THE 




.;> Of IWB r-C^tti "-MC- SAGtE RENTS TH£ C*WV "OOMJ 

mCKJ buS "U'iPQtO MC-j'JTED BRAvEi) SWOJP ^ilCO fHDMJ 

7—E MIL I 




BACn to I-« l l~ 

■ 
■MTO 1 I 

MU-yu' hu-vu 1 

Hu-yu 1 ji 
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J**A 




ff/M«Z 



T"*"PURPP'±r- Cf*SJ3f. GOES TO THE VPff 



BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 
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>A SEE THiS kCO i.W STANDiNGON* 

vvATOB *£C! aUTi(JTh«RB 
WATIR IS IT* NOl ""-ERG'S NO 
WATER IS THE OTHER t-.EC* 
ITHER- LST5 SURRENDER 




BLACK DIA MOND WESTERN 

AS HAVEN "• 
MAO WATER IN 
TWO DAYS! IM 
WlTM VA 
Ru 1 - UP A 
WHITE 

c^ag: 



NOT MB! I 

SAW WHAT THE 

INDIAN* C*D TO 

GRAMEVS CROWD 

\^ MEN ThjEV 

GAvE uP 1 



WHO CARES ' \\ 

WATER-SO DO 

UVW4FG AN 

K<DJ! LETS 

GST T^AT 

FkAG 





spotted pon>' won't give us 
a chance: to surrender 
means certain death! 

Bu^PER AND I WILL GtT VDU 
WATBR TON-GHT. 1 DON'T 
BuH THAT PLAG UP 
UNTIL THEN! 



ALL RiGM'! WE'LL 1 
LISTEN THISONCi, 
DIAMOND! 0.. 
THE WATER ISN'T 
MERE, WE'RE RuNNV 
UPTh* CLAG 
AN* THRCv. 
THfiG* 
WIDE OPENI 





MOMENT* lM«R-TH6 GATI OPfN» 
AND TWO PiOUatG CARRYING A LOG 
5TSAL CUT.. THEN THE GATES CLOSE 
•CHINOTHEW... 







FA6>. 0UUPB 

PoyTAVAKE 

SOUND: 




BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 



AN MOjB LATEO. OiAMOWO AMD BUMP£« RETuRu 
*..th r..e WATE«„. 




BLACK DIAM OND WESTERN 

THE UHWWIV BCAVGS SCATTER UKE SEEDS IN 
thS WIND OER^RE THE RESULTING LANDSLIDE... 






MUCH LATER, UNDER "Th» 
CCVEC OP DARKNESS... 



THfi TWO DISAPPEAR INTO TM» 
>AWNJN<3 BLAC* *SOJTH OP THE 
CAVE ! AN MOuR PASSES, THEN 



BLAOC 0IAMON0 WESTERN 



V. l *K?| 




l*AMO»*D HUKii TWI TOQCm l»JIp THE D.TCM OF &L' 
l»V£C"*T«l.y * WALL OF FLAMS attfHflP Up AftOUNO 
TMB PQgT ANp in. The C"6TANCfi... 




w mcvmsutc thev vust c&ac 
oa burn to death. 1 did i not 

PROMI&C >CU TMAT f WOUUO Oti( 

THiRaTOFOUR TOMAHAWK* J 



7 



£5,,™* v.AR-A\AO iNO/ANS STOQW l^rj TME 
■'"«v ARE STACTlEO TO DISCOVER THAT 
THt FLAWED HAVE NOT REACHED IT) AS TMlV 
LOOK AROUND. THEV ARE SHOCKED TO PINO 
TMCMSEWti iUftSOUNOSO.., 



WHAT YOU CAN DO ABOUT 

PIMPLES 



Acne, Blackheads, and other 
externally caused Skin Blemishes 



WHEN pimply skin ii your prob- 
lam. the first ihingtoget straight 
It thai you can and thould do soma- 
thing about it. To develop thc- 
attractiveness ol your fact is not 
mere vanity. It it an "open Miime" 
towards bringing the real YOU 
closer to other people and giving 
your perionality the poise and con- 
fidence it need*. Your good qualities 
-intelligence, character, dignity - 
all go lo naught... are completely 
cancelled out by a ikin that "nobody 
love* to I ouch." Remember. th« 
YOU that people see first nyourface. 

SKIM PROSltM* 
DEMAND IMMEDIATE CARE 
Medical statistic* tell us that blenv 
nhed skin usually occurs from 
adolescence on through adult life. 
The problem at the adolescent stage 
is serious enough lo deserve atten- 
tive care at a family matter. In 
adulthood, when life's responsibili- 
ties are so much weightier, it it 
doubly important to exert great 
effort to eliminate these blemishes. 
And. there is no better tltfM to get 
pimples under control than now. 

pOHt'jLtmtsnH 

T-i" Rni i»iii(^rri"» ■weften *« pimpla* 
. I blackheads h ut «auo«s« tham out 
wifh ynur ftngari 
A tut fir o<pan- 
man(a(inn along 

il ■«■ linn 

provldat ronvinc- 

mjptnnf that thia 
mriaiiti only la 
Inllaming your 
akin and ipraad- 
ing lha- inlaction. 
Undar nocirrum- 
•(ancat ihould pimplat and blackhaaflk 
• >ai ba aquaaiad. 
Car-'*"' I »*» or Da—eJ r.W—n IW 



V'^ 




MICROSCOPE SHOWS IMPORTANT 

BASIS FOB EXTEKNALLY CAUSED 

PIMPLES AND BLACKHEADS 



Lat'a laka a look lhr*o|h lha microKopo 
in taa what'* bahmd thoaa umifhlly 
pimplaa- Tha hlgrfgtowarad lanaa* ahow 
your shin <oated with a rovaring which 
onginaiad Imm iwo aoure»»-on*, intarn- 
ally and tha nlhar. a.t.rnally. 

Th» inl.rnal tubitinraa on yr-ir akin 
mtluda datd call*, rwndua Irom lha i-aat 
(landv and a hi|h quantity of oilaicratod 
hy tha oItciui glarvli A mot! imnnriont 
(ado. in akin dlaorda't ocrun whan thou- 
aandi of Ihraa liny aaharaoua fland* dii- 
charia mora Ml than iKa akin tan uia for 
luhii'iimn. Unlan ip*<ial cafa I* |n»n. 
the ml (omi a haa-y film wh*ch •lliacla 
(.if*i|n maitnr is your tkin much at any 
"ii mop p-tfci up dun That* lafactlew 
•■lama) rubilan<»a may ba cla>nfiad into 
ihm £•""< I |>oupai 

1. An bo ma malarial! inch aa duaf. 
pollana. rondonialton produrla ol 
tm-ik«. vapoti. "if 

S. Matatiala bro-ught in contort with 
lha tkin. mth at tiny Iragmanta of 
clothing, badding. foimitin 
S. M^trootganiama »ufh at banana 
and fungi 
*»• lha differaoca balwaan a haalthy M* 
anr| a pimply akin in (ba micraicopic 
raproductiom below. 





A. ' 

N-.-al iklat Sir*. P«-ply -kl- 

Oiajram A ifcwi a iwmaf-arra. imoofhfv 
ljn'litnn.i a-hxaoji i'mH Oi%i'*<™ I* 
I . ( ti\ jh'ntpfy ilin IWatJn "■»' Iht 
aafcafliana f/and ta a iwaHan mta* •/ 
(rapparf 01/. waa'a #rW .'n/aenawi bacN/ia. 

1 t«Y THIS 5ENJ191E WAY 

Tae aanttbla aimi In aehiava in (cmto!- 
lir.B lhl» ikin (Tindilttin an: lo «la»r lh. 
pniaa »l rloiiinfl mallar. and (n inhibit 
lha .»-.m»a otftrwal of lha akin. T >-.:il 
•h»»# and*. Doinol Ptndurti* taiaaiih 
makai available Iwq (otmulit Ona i» to 
•id in thorough «ta*ntmg by highly <fa!*r- 
ganl panairation which itmplinaa lha ra- 
m.i.al ol ■*»!• and loraign maitar. Tha 
•Ihar ia (o diaroutatgo otlinaia wilh clini- 
aallypfoaod ingiadiionU. and to kill inlae- 



noui bariaiia ollan aniciaiad wilh 
aalatnally cauaad pimplaa anr| blatkhoad* 

■IEMISHCS COVERED UP 

To ramova lha dlttlMtUU amha-raaamant 
• f lHaaa »km hla-r nil... u» »cvml DornM 
formula a»a»i» a "cn-at-up'' actiM in you* 
btokannut »kin *hi!a lha maii(al*in dooa 
hi wtfc. Thu. pJirt it» plaa«anl odoi, will 
■pata >ou lha menial rlntiaia »hl<h !• 
■MaKlitad ">>n umightly. milodnroua. 
madxalad piapmliori. Imasinal Vou can 
apply thu Doi""l loimula In ynut tkin by 
day and lata lha tmmad>ai» piatant »nh 
graftal confidant* in »o«r appaaianca. 
»hila aaruia in lha kno»ladc» '"•' m«di- 
radon ■* acting lo ramova nld hli 
andkaapaaayna^nnai What thu 
up" action al*** i* a/oilh In p»M«of mini 
ii bayond cakulalhin No Irini*' ™l 
prying ayai rn*k» |TOU KlrtCa -■I'i hiimili- 
aimn and muary. No* batauaa Ol Ihia 
wondarlul faatur* o( lha Dornol traai- 
maul, ft ■ ■•' i>««t foot forward 

. . at oooal 

iAltSfACIiON CUARANTIID 

Ol 
OOUIll YOUI MONlt IACK 

W« kno-i what (ha Dornol ireaimani ha* 

dona for othara. ao w» «.ant you lo Icy it 

at out ink. A faw mmuta.a day irn.-i.l 

In our iipaimani '■" yiald mnra iialily- 

ini rBWlU than pMI •>•' darad ' 

Thii it »hal »■ »»y kD .oil II \mi an" nut 

dalighiad in avary -»y by lha imprntid 

mndilinn aid (intil app*aran<» 

•kin in ju«r In day*i ■imply ial 

limit*) portion and «• »ill loll 

only th« mi - i 1 I but DOUBLE 

VOUB HONP-V BACK' I 

ba fairer than iryihlag 

U jam.. «~J -* M*a J 1 ' "'- II 

How lo gar tha Dornol rraofmair 
immediololy: (UM aajrd >OUl nama 
■ nd artdraat In DOItNOL PRODUCTS. 
INC. Dapl. lOoa-r.. 43H Katonah At*. 
Now York Ml. N. V. B#»-ra to print ,^*rly 
By return mail at -ill ihip tha Dornol 
iraatmant to you in a plain piekag* Whan 
poitman dale. i. Ibl pa.W-ga. pay only 
11.01 pluapouaga Or. H you ■• n'i W taVf 
poital (aa. »nd '- no— and •* aafll pay 
po>ta|a Which aval way you ordat. Iho 
DOUBLE HEFUNDGUAHAM. 
pravaili Don't delay anothai mln uta Mnd 
(or lha Dornol Madicatad Skin liaalmant 
with "co«ar-jp" laaiura . ar on**' Sony. 
■>* Canadian CUIm 



BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 



SOT 



AS AN 



JjflUf CLAUDE 
*^ ww MOORE 



Maioin Pock 

along the Mississippi biver 



Lover's 
LEAP/ 



Am Indian Maiden 
op -me sioux tribe 
Leaped fgom a cuff 
soo feet high -to 

*/eff OEA7U,ON 7UC 
HOCK'S BE tOW SO SHE 

V UtUlOVER 

Who ms $• 

BV I16MTN1NG. A 

pay before vem 

nil PLACE HAS 
&EEH KNOWN AS 

lovers ieAA_ 

■#c£CA^m 







L H 




Indian Chief/ 






5Sfg. 



OUEEN MATANTOCK OP THE 
NARRAGAN5ETT TRlSB, N«u>YorK. 

was Captured and killed sv t^e English 
in (676 after a ferooous Indian attack 

fZJ£P By WE FEMALE CMEF.OHTdE ' SETTLElk 
KCAK WARWICK, R I ! 



r>K0 rA Indians Painted their 
faces Black amo Camouflaged 

TrtEIR HEADS WITH LEAVES W"EN 

OH T^E WAR path / 



\) 



HAVI YOU COMPUTED YOUR COLLiC- 
TION or LEV GLEASON TRADING 

CARDS? DONT FORGET TO Pill OUT 

this ORDER BLANK and mail it 
•ACK WITH THI COUPON WHICH YOU 
WILL FIND ON MO! 1 OF THIS MAGA- 
ZINE! I 




:«?>;. 
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m — — — B ORDIR ILANK 

J MCTUm SIT DIVISION, 

J HV OLIASON PUBLICATIONS. INC.. 
t 114 I. 31nd Sir.-i 
Now York 16. NY. 

I Friondh- 

I EnclMid on iroding pktu'O couponi cut from lov 

I Gleoton Comtti P-tai« t»«d m# !*>• following l«ti of pieturot 
1 (2 rouponi «ni,tt« ni« to > Ml of 3 plctu'*l)< 

S*t No. I □ S.i No ? □ 5.1 No. 3 Q 

Sol No. 4 D S.l No. 3 Q 



•>-' 



§•* 



— £ 



My nOM ll- 



»'..* *•.•>> 



My add'iti it. 



ci«.. ,..i) 



and the RUTHLESS RAILROAD DOUBLE-CROSS' 
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BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 




t\ ftCK DIAMOND WESUSN 



■ 

■ 
-:.: Hri S~^ MOOU6H! 

Mi-- "C«£ 

OH II uST IT, 

,HTi TH6 / IVKSRS! 

•Ah 6 • 




ttlPU 
A6Cv" 



BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 





loom' i ar.'.va i v\ 

OECV. 

■ ■ 

c»r (jecc^di ft, 

HAD LVCU&M Jfti.9 lo 

■ ■■ 
i'VE BEEN £0*j' 
STRAIGHT 



A V6«v ViRT\ojS 5=SEC« 

AMJLMALL. BUT i->- 
■ - 
in wwiCtht *no pa»; sender; 

travel if tub ra'lroao 

IS B. 
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SO WmATJ rvE MADE \W 
Pii.GJ I CAN GC ' 
OTHG.R BJS>. 
CLEAN lid MAVSE E . 
THE RAilCOAO BOS.'-; 

S MORE THAN ONE 

■ 
* DOLLAR ■ 



.!'• 



B= t 



I KNOW-BUT COttTTfcS 

• 'RV THE 

■'"•■ — BV FONT- 
V sa\SG- 

BCOV 9 HEAD. 1 I HOPK 

- ■'• iNTA* 

*> molhAll ! 

mEAVSn h£iP >Cf IP 

VpyBf NOT ! 
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BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 
-i - 
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"JO -A 



"^ 




STACKED *> 






i-fiT ' 
ClCsIQ 
ANO 

HI POO 





sm rt 




TOO 

■ 

-'mCV GOT 
MiMI 









z' 1 



wo>* 



7" 




m 



< 



v 
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ENt*BO»! ISN'T \ YOU lit HE <$. BlAC" 
THAT OWE 0« yOUfi\ D1AVCMD.' REA^MBtR 
CCWKUCTtON 1 MV TILLING Ttt. 

OA»JS VCU'Vt V MUST « A ' 
JWT DEAD? / MUlKALL IN MYCA»APt« 






ASiV WA.30M AAOV'NG "HO THt "ILl-. 

ABOVE CSA1V CCESK m*S TO OA5>; 

5uTTLEH'S IIOAD! thE3£ -; A i- 
FOQMATI0N A WlE K-ONO SUiTtEH 
VEKC: 1 CiC-J5E ON STOCKS TnE S«i<' 
WENT ■mEOE! HC GO BV MVSEl'* 




A NAL» *OjQ LATPJ NEAK SOTTLER'S f 



BLACK DIAMOND WESTERN 



BUT «*>U CANT 
GO WTOTK 
HI Lis AlOH 
TMSVRE C«AWl- 
JNG WITH ECAIP 
MUNTWG 

APACHE6! 




AS TV.F SA\*«5E ARUOiBS CHAQ6E, BlACv 
DIAMOND BLAZES AWAV. KILLING 
SEVERAL CT THEM I f 





ONLY OWe THINfr WOJST'VS «PT 
THEM rOOW hil"N& ME-OKWRS 
EQCM the BUS D- . •"■Nfiy 

OCMAHO& THAT I IEACN MOW 
SMART Hi WAS 'NOUTW " 
«E BER;OB"l DIE! 



E5^-4C 





TWAT eEMAiM 
8ESEEW, E^KEHS: SO 
YOUlU THfi GUM- 
RUNNER AND THE 
' "A *i fllWINO 
TW4 RAlDEl 







BUCK DIAMOND WESTEHN 





)T WA4 OfiTHiBUTON FC* ENKE«S-H( WAS KILLED 
BV Twf VERY 5TAGSCOACW INTERESTS ME HAD TRjBO* 
FRAME ! A MONTH LATER. NEAR CRAZY CUE* TKfifTll, 
HACK DIAMOND MEETS MULHALL... 

WELL, THEy UNlgHSD THAT TRE SUE IN JIG TIMfcl'H 
yCU KNOW Nvwy MAP*HAU-" I COT MY CAPITAL \ 

SUNK IN THE BAiLB£*D$! THAT'S ^HY TEN MOUOS 
gttOBE BLJWPSR CCOC INTO T0WN TQ FETCH Mi, i 
I MAD COLLECTKP EVERYBODY ON MY PAYROLt 
TO RAID THAT APACmE VILLAGE AND PClOVt 
I V-WSN'T TH6 fiLMLTY ONE! 




The Bookworm's Bonanza 




Nellsen leaned over the bar uf the Nugget 
Saloon and spoke quietly in Doc Drake 
Hii proprietor and bartender. 
"Bui. Dor.'' confidentially said Nellsen In a 
law voir*. "There's something ml(hty strange 
about this cuv Jackson." 

"There docMil Item l« be anything strange 
.iltnui liiin rurjii that he doesn't hang around 
the Nugget the wa.v the rest of tht boys do," 
answered Doc. 

"Well, that's strange for a placer miner." 
continued Neilscn. "But that Isn't all. he just 
seems anti-social." 

"That Isn't strange either." said Doc. 

•Plenty of people are -hat way." 

"Well, he doesn't seem anti-social In the 
usual uay," inurmered Nellsen. "He acts like 
he's hiding something, He seems sociable 
enough but Is kind of holding himself back. 
afraid he'll spill something." 

"I hadn't noticed that." mused Doe. "Maybe 
you're right. Maybe he's really hit something 
big and doesn't want to .spill the beans." 

That's what I've figured, Doe." Nellsen said 
tilth determination. "And 1 aim to And out 
what he's hiding." 

-Willi Just take It easy," warned Doe. "Don't 
get your nose too far into his business. You 
know what happens to snoopers around this 
i <>un. One step loo far and you'll be a dead 

duck." 

Nellsen walked out of the bar and down the 
rutted street to tht post office. He noticed 
Jack*on at the window with a small package, 
Walking over to the tail miner. Ntilsen greeted 



him. "Hello. Jackson, how're things up the 
Roaring Fork?" 

Jtckson started at being addressed, clutched 
the package lightly and looked llftt he wanted 
to hide It. then amucred. "Things are Mill 
pretty slow up there. Nellsen. Placer mining 
ia pretty slim these day*" 

"Yeah." answered Nellsen. "Guess tht days 
of the gold rush are over. We missed the boat 
by being a little lale'/or the real plckinV 

"liurss so," muttered Jackson and turned 
abruptly, anxious to get his package started 
on Us journey eastward. The package In his 
hand, he realized, was the key to his wholt 
future. He had only now to wait for a reply. 
He wondered how long that would take. Mails 
were slow and the package had a long way to 
go and the reply a long way to come back. 
"Well," he thought, as he turned the package 
over to the clerk, "I'm putting my life In ytur 
hands." 

Nrilvn. ready to read mystery into every 
move of Jackson's, thought the package might 
hold Mffll clue but could not get close enough 
to Jackson or tht clerk to set to whom 11 WU 
addressed. It was very small, but from the re- 
action of the clerk when he took It, It mult 
have been quite heavy. The clerk had bidding- 
ly said. "Whal've you got In here, Jackson, a 
gold nugget?" 

Nellsen noticed that Jackson blanched at 
the remark and stuttered an answer. "No, 
B*t*h It «rrr." 

In these djyt of slim pickings, if anyone hit 
a strike It would be good to bate a little ad- 
tTwtm put l*t i**h**Mit*m «/ «•»>> 
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vance Information, Nellsen thought. The pan- 
ning had become increasing!} difTkull, the 
gold was scarce. Not only was the gold scarce 
but the gold In the Roaring Fork and sur- 
rounding streams was so mixed with thai 
heavy black sand it waa bard to separate it. 
A man really could only pan enough to keep 
body and soul Ugelher. 

Jackson continued to be a myitery In Placer- 
vllle. He did not go to the Nugget. No one had 
more than casual conversation with him. To 
all appearances he waa a vary friendly person 
but seemed preoccupied and made no 
attempt to befriend anyone. He had been In 
Placervllle a short time and from the little 
information the habltoea of the Nugget could 
piece together Ihey realised he waa from the 
eaat. possibly Now England. He spoke well and 
they figured he most be fairly well educated. 
Why ha had come to Placervllle, no one could 
figure out. The gold rush waa certainly over, 
the town waa dying en Its feel and only a few 
hangers-on remained. 

Nellsen'a curiosity coald net be assuaged. 
He tried periodically to engage Jackson In 
conversation but always seemed UhRi dead 
end. Jackson recently had appeared In town 

more and more often but the poet office seemed 
to be his main hangout. He seemed to W wall- 
ing for something. As soon as the mall arrived, 
he always eagerly snntfnnsd the clerk for 
mall and always received the same disappoint- 
ing answer of. -»e, nothing here, Jackson." 

One night Nellsen decided to go oat to 
Jackson's camp along the Rearing Fork. Hr 
didn't know what he expected to And, bat he 
hoped to get some answer to the mystery of 
Jackson. If It was as he suspected, that Jack- 
son had a lead on a vain, he'd like to find out. 
Rather than spy around, be decided to pay a 
friendly call and aee If hs eeuld break down 
Jackson's reserve. 

He rode over to the Roaring Fork and found 
the trail that led to Jackson's oabln. The trail 
became Increasingly narrow and difficult, so 
he left hie horse snd went the rest of the war 
on foot. As he approached Jackson's small log 
■hark hs wondered for a moment If be'd made 
a stupid mistake. How did Ho knew bow Jack- 
sen would react to this vtrtt. For all he knew, 
he might be a dead dock before the night was 
out. He knocked on the door and at the same 
lime yelled. "Bey. Jackson, Its Nellsen. Was 
just down Ihe Fork at Mel's plate and tbowfbi 
I'd atop by." 

Jackson came to the door, opened It and 
InvfTed Nellsen In. "I don't hare many visitors, 
Nellaen, bat come em In." 

Nellsen entered snd was sails overcome 
with what he saw Inside. Tna room was stacked 



with books in complete disarray as If Jackson 
were reading about ten of them at the same 
time. "Well, 90 you're a book worm, eh J-. L- 
son?" he asked. 

"Well, not exactly," answered Jackson. 

"Von must be from the looks of this. No 
wonder you don't spend time at the Nu«gct 
with all them books to read. I haven't read u 
book in about five years," continued Nellaen. 

"Ves, I keep pretty busy," answered Jackson. 

Nellsen, now satisfied that the reason for 
Jackson's seclusion was because ha was a book- 
worm and didn't hare time for caressing with 
the boys, thought he might as well cut his 
visit ehort. -Well, Jackson, 1 Just stopped en 
the way home. I'd better be going." 

After Nellsen had left, Jackaon picked up 
the book on metallurgy that he'd beam read- 
ing snd the evening passed rapidly by. 

The neat morning before Jackson made bn 
dally trip Into the post office, he decided to 
fa once more to that spot on the side of the 
mountain that rose from the Roaring Fork. 
The spot waa well located In hi. mind, he 
hadn't staked It fearing someone would Jump 
the claim thinking It to be a gold strike. Not 
being an authority on ore he had hta doubts 
about this, but now, after months of perusing 
the boohs, he waa pretty sure. 

Jackson then rode Into town to the pose 
aftice. He'd hardly entered the door when the 
clerk spotted him and said,- "Hey Jackson, 
here's a latter, it this what you've been wait- 
Ing for?" 

J season ran through the doer, grabbed the 
letter and tore It open. As he read, bis fea- 
tures reused, his aysa shone. He stuffed Ihe 
letter in his pocket snd raced out the deer, 
then ran to the claims office. He filed the larg- 
est claim riacervllle had had In ten years and 
the men In the office looked at him aa If he'd 
lost his mind. No sooner had he Aled than the 
word passed from the claims office down the 
street. 

■•fere the news of Jackson's claim had hit 
ths Naggst Saloon, Jackson strode into the 
bar. It was such an anusual sight that all ths 
men within frose In their tracks. Glasses, half 
lifted, remained In the air; Doe Drabs forgot 
to tarn off the spigot on the beer beg; Nellsea 
tipped ever a glass. 

Jackson, In his excitement, ordered drinks 
fsr everyone. When the drinks were delivered 
ho Anally said; "Well, Placervllle hs on lis way 
back. The black sand we've all been complain- 
ing about la nothing more than an erosion 
from carbonates of lead and sirrer ere, l>a 
Just had II asssyod and It's aa I've swspectod f or a 
long time. I've Just Aled claim for s silver 
mine. Get out your picks and shovels! The 
raid rush Is off and the silver rush U o»!" 
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